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Tackling Alcohol-related Harm: The Brewers are Part of the Solution

In June 2001 the EU Health Ministers, under the Swedish presidency, invited the Commission to put forward proposals for
a comprehensive Community strategy to reduce alcohol-related harm. A “First draft working paper” was therefore sent by
the Commission to national health experts and the stakeholders, in the course of the summer 2004, for comments. The
document was drafted by an official who was seconded by the Swedish authorities for a six-month period to DG SANCO,
the Commission department responsible for Health and Consumer Protection.

The first part of the document (definition of the problems) emphasises the negative impact of alcohol and is clearly based
on the theory that the aim is to reduce overall per capita consumption, rather than specifically target the misuse. The
second part then outlines 7 key areas for action: Drinking and Driving; Under-age drinking; Commercial communications;
Consumer information; Availability; Protection of third parties; Data and Research. This second part specifically
encourages the Member States to favour alcohol control measures, criticises self-regulation of commercial
communications, and positions the industry in an “implementing partner” role.

The Brewers of Europe therefore sent to DG SANCO, in September 2004, a “First Submission”, in the context of the
above-mentioned draft document. Within the First Submission which may be found on our website, it was stressed that
the European brewing industry has already been working to confront this issue for many years, and stands ready to
continue to be part of the solution.

Since harm is caused by harmful patterns of consumption of specific consumers, the aim should however be to target
alcohol-related harm and its causes without compromising the right of millions of adults to enjoy drinking beer. There is no
evidence to suggest that reducing the overall level of consumption is an effective means of reducing misuse, and limiting
physical availability merely fosters an unnatural, un-adult attitude to beer.

Whilst the brewing industry broadly agrees with DG SANCO's choice of seven key actions areas, it has reservations
about many of the means proposed for tackling these areas. Europe’s brewers are already engaged in many successful
partnerships with the Commission, national governments, local authorities, road safety agencies etc. and lessons should
be learnt from these examples of best practice.

The Brewers of Europe believes that it is of utmost importance that any strategies to tackle alcohol-related harm:-

be based on reliable, independent evidence;

take fully into account the wide variety of societies, economies, cultures,
traditions and local particularities across the enlarged European Union;
target the problem of misuse;

involve a broad coalition including the brewing industry;

include education at the core of their policies;

be preceded by impact assessment and stakeholder consultation;

include the sharing of experience, knowledge and best practise of all
interested parties, including the brewing industry.

Europe is a cultural and societal patchwork, so therefore any initiative or measure taken at the appropriate level must take
fully into account Europe’s diversity of economies, societies, cultures and traditions. Across Europe the majority of the
millions of adults who drink beer do so without causing themselves or others any harm. However, alcohol misuse by a
small section of the population in some European countries is causing problems. The Brewers of Europe and its Members
take these problems seriously, are opposed to the misuse of our products and wish to continue to play an important role
in raising awareness of the implications of inappropriate consumption.

The Brewers of Europe has met with the Commission’s services and other stakeholders in order to establish the way
forward, but the European brewing industry wishes to be treated fairly and considered as a partner in the process, in
order to continue to be part of the solution.

DG SANCO aims to issue a Commission communication by end 2005.
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Rue Caroly, 23-25 Fax +32 2 660 94 02 .'?
B-1050 Brussels, Belgium info@brewersofeurope.org ¢

T.V.A.: BE 428 031 108 www.brewersofeurope.org The Brewers of Europe




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


